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CHAFn.K XXVII.
(ihlsleri rose, to meet his visitors, who groetcil

Min gravely and ant down opposite to him sn that
they could all look at lib, face while, tSmstkBR.
l'liUce Savelli naturally spoT?o first.

" Wo have come to you," he said, " upon n very
difficult and unpleasant, affair. In the first place,
1 must lien you to listen to what I have to say

or. calmly as you can. remembering that we havo
not como here to quarrel with you, but to act on

behalf of a ladf. This being tho cai-e, wo claim
to "be treated as ambassadors, to bc heard and to

be answeri*d.''
"You speak a* though you were about to make

a very disagreeable communication,"' answered
Ghlsleri. ¦ Tlie [presence of Signor Grondona either
oliows that you intend to make uso of what I

mav say, mr that your busine-as is of a lerrul fa¬

ilure. If the latter supposition is the tiru? one,

it would be much lietter that we should leave tho
whole matter t-o our respective lawyers rather
?Shun run the risk of useless discussion. But if

your lawyer is here to watch mo and make notes,
Y would Ipnint out thnt I have a right to resent

such observation, nnd to request you to find gome

other means of informing mo of y,our meaning.
As you toll me that you are acting for a lady,
however, and claim personal immunity, so to gay,
for yourselves. I am willing to listen to you and
to consider what you say ns proceeding from her
sud not from you. But in no case have you any

claim to he answered. That is the most I can do

lamaid helping you with your errnnd. Judge for

yourselves whether you will execute it or not."
" I will certainly not go away without, saying

what J have come to Bay," replied Savelli, fixing
his bright, spectacled eyes upon GhisWi's f.'ioo.

"We are hero to reprear*nt Donna Adele Savelli.
let that bo understood, if you please. Sho wish.'
Tau to hand over to us n certain letter, of the
nature of a confession, which you found nt Gerano
about two years and a half ago, and which you
still hold."

Ghlslerl was less surprised than might have
heen expected His face grow slowly palo ns ho
listened, steadily returning the speaker's gaze.

" I promised you personal immunity from tho
oonseojuoneos of what you were shout to sav," he
answered slowly. ¦ It was a rash promise, I find,
hut I will keep it. You may inform Donna Adele
Savelli that although it is commonly said in tho

. world that she has actually lost such a lotter as

you mention. I have never seen it, nor have I

any knowledge of ita contents. Further, I de¬
mand, ae. a right, to be told upon what imaginary
evidence she ventures to bring such an outrageous
secusation against me."
The Advoeato Grondona smiled, but the two

noblemen preserved an unmoved manner. Of the
two, Gerano was the more surprised by Ghisl Ti's
answer. He had beHe*red that a letter really
existed and WM in the latter's hands, hut that
lt wVtnld not prove to have the importance his
dsushtor attached to it. Pitons Savelli produced
a bundle sf papers from his poclret.

"I am quito prepared." ho said. "I will state

my daughter-in-law's case as accurately ps I can,

and as nearly as possible in her own words, a.

great part of which I have hero, in the form of
notes."

"It is understood that Donna Adele Savelli is

speaking, pontlemon. On that understanding you
have my permission to proceed. I will not inter¬

rupt yon."
Savelli hesran to speak, and, ns he ha^ promise,-!,

.he stated tho case as he had heard it, from Adele
at.d, on the whola, very much ns she had summM
it up in her own mind before going le him.

,\ Ghish-ri sat with folded arms and bent brows,
rn listening to the wonderfully connected chain of

false testimony she brought against him with all
the courage and calmness he could commnnd.

" Have you done?" he inquired in a Toted shak-
inc with miter, when Savelli hud finished.

"Yes." answered the latter coolly. "I believe
that ls all."
"Then I have to .say that a more villanous

calumny was never Invented to ruin any man

Good morning, gentlemen." He rose and the
three others were obliged to risi1 also.

" And so you positively refuse to rive up the
lctt<^rP" inquired Savelli: there was an angry
light in his eyes, too.

" I have given you my answer already. Be
good enough to convey it to Donna Adele Savelli."
"Are you aware, Signor," said the lawyer,

stepping in front of his two clients, "that upon
sueh evidence as we possess you arc liable to he
Indietecd for an attempt to extort money from the
Princess Adele Savell*,?"
"You are not privileged, like these gentlemen."

said Ghislerl. white to the lips. "If you venture
to speak again my servant will silence yon. I
have already hinted that th's interview is ended,"
he added to Savelli and Gerano.
The throe went out in silence and left him alone

With characteristic coolness he sat down to re¬

cover from the violent shock he had sustained,
snd to reflect upon his future conduct, h*for»
sending for Vbaldinl and consulting with him
He had almost expected tho demand to restore

u document he did not possess, hut he was not

prepared for the well-constructed story by whv*h
Savelli, Gerano and their lawyer lind been per¬
suaded, of his guilt. The lawyer's words had place |
the whole affair in a light which showed how
thoroughly convinced the men were of the justice-
of their accusation, and Ohi«leri understood well
enourh that Savelli intended to take local steps
What thoso steps might be, Pietro had not Ihe
least Idea. He rang for Bon'.fazio and sent him
out to bur the Penal Code. It was probably tin*
wisest thing he could do under tho circumstances.
ss he did not even know whether, if lie were

arrested, he should bo admitted to bail or not.

He saw well enough that an order for his arrest

might very possibly he issued. Grondona was fur
too grave mid learned a lawyer to have uttered
sueh a threat in vain, end was not the man to

waste time or words when action was possible
If he had spoken as he had, he had done so fio¬
rds eli.mts' advantage, in the hope that Qhislerl
might be frightened at the list minute info |tTtoR
up the letter. In that way all publvity an I
scandal could have been avoided.

But it was clcsr that tlie dio was cast, and that
war WUS declared. More than ever he was gin I
that Lsura Arden wns not in Porno. The thought
that if she were present she would neci-ssarilv
have to follow the course of events little hv little,
ss bc must himself, and the certainty that she
knew thc truth and weald feel the kisuiest sym¬
pathy for him, made him re'oice at her absence.
When she learned what had taken place she would
know all the circumstances at on<v\ |_d_dfc_| Gl;i-
leri's proof of his innocence, which, as he fell
sure, would bc triumphant. In the mean tini"
sin* should be kept in ignorance of what was

occurring. Having decided this potut. he bogan tn

think of choosing H_M person to whom, if he
were actiullv arrested, he might noplv for assi-t-
nine in the matter of aMgluigg boil. There win

no tirue lo be lost, as he was well aware. Syne
S'lveili Molly believe- him guilty of tht* abmni-
uah|i. crime with which he was charged, it whs

rot likely that time would be given him to leave
thc country, as his adversaries would naturally
expect that ho would attempt to do. They had
probably gone straight from his lodging to the
.Alee of thc chief of police.tbe questore, as he

is nailed in Italy-ami il they gaqowded, as in
all likelihood they would, In gettuig ii warrant

lor hi> wrest, he uii> in c\iie.-t the wirrant to be
executed at any moment .luring thc day. lt was

extremely important that be should lie prepared
for the worst-. He thought uf all tin- mea he
knew, mei after ¦ little hesitation he deeJded that
he would write to San Qtucinto. The latter hud
always hara friendly ta him. and Pietro reinem-

bered how he had spoken af th" club, yejrs ago,

when Pletrusanta was gossi,ppine about Arden's
supposed internperunce. San Giietoto's very great
mural weight in tho world, due in dilTe'rei.t de-

grees to bis character, 1 vs superior judgment and
his enormous weaiih, nuiile him tho most desirable
of allies. While he was waiting for BoUlfU-IO-
return, Ghigleri Oeeupted himself in writing a note

edvhdag San Giacinto of tho circumstat)ei*s, and
Inquiring whether In- might ask him tor help.

Tin- servant return-- as he finished nnd hand-
eel his ma.-t"r the little yellow-civer.il volume
with an cspn-ssion of iri_uiry on his lac*, Obis-
leri looked at him and hesitated, debuting
whether it Would be wi-;-- to wnrn the man of
what might take pince \ any moment. Thora
w-iis much friendliness in the relations between
th" two. Bonifu-le had bera with Pietro many

years, and perhaps understood the latter's char-
actor better than any ono. Tho servant was al¬
most as unlike other people, in his own way, as

(.liMeri himself, and was in two respects a re¬

markable contrast to him. Ile was Impertur¬
bably good-tempered in the first plaice, and, in
the second, lu* was extremely devout. But t'u-re
were resemblances also, and it was for those that
Ghhderi liked him. He was honest to a fault.
Ho had moro than once proved Maggil la hg
coolly courageous in some of his master's dung'r-
ous expeditions. Finally, ho was discretion it¬
self, and reticent in the highest degree. That
such an otherwise perfect Creature should have
defects was only t>> be ggpeettd, Bonifnzio was

as obstinate as flint when he made np his mind
as to how any particular thing was to be done.
He was silently oflicious in his anxiety to bo al¬
ways nady to fulfil his murder's wishes, and
often unnoyrd him in small ways by thrusting:
services upon him which ho did not require. On
rare occasions ho would insist upon giving very
USeleas and uncalled-for advice.

Faithful and devoted in every way. he wholly
(lisapproved, on religious grounds, of Gliisli-ri's
mode of life, ex-cn so far as bc was nc|iiainte,l
with it. He considered that netta lived, and
had lived for many years, in seven-fold deadly
sin, nnd he dally offered up the most i-in ere

prayers for Pietro's repentance and reformation.
Twice a year, also, ho privately presented the pr*.r-
ish priest with a small charity out of his sav¬

ings, requesting him to say a mass fur Ghisleriu
be-ncfit. Ohettoatej in this us in everything else,
he firmly believed that his masters soul might
ultimately be fuv__l by sheer pruyor-poiver, so to

say.
These last facts, of course, didn't come within

Ghis'i-sri's knowledge, for IVmifazio made no ont.
ward show of pious interest in Pietra s Spiritual
welfare, well knowing that he could not keep
his situation an hour, if ho were* so unwise as

to risk anything of the kind. But his silent dis¬
approval showed it»elf in his mournful expres>
sion when IVtro had done anything which struck
him as more than anally wicked and wild. Thu
question of informing bini that tho police might
lie expected at any moment was not in itself a

serious ono. He would gesuredly disbelieve the
whole story, and vigorously deny tin* accusation
when acquainted with both. Ghislerl deter¬
mined to say nothing, and immediately sent him
out again with the note for San Gincjnlo. Hi*
then tonk up the Feiia! ("ode, and found the ar¬

ticle referring to the misdeed ol which he was

accused. It read ns follows:
Article -mo. wnosoerer, by in any nay Inspiring

fear of arron Injury to the. person, the >i<.nor. e.r
the property of another, or by falsely representing
the or_e, or an Atifl.orltv, n»n«frnlt.s* that other to
scn-1. deposit, or place, ot th- ill^posnl of the <Ji-
ltnquent 0101047, nfijects, or documents having any
terni imp'-rt wbuts-erer, I* punished with Imprison¬
ment for a term of from tv-o to ten yours.

Tlie law was dear enough. With regard ta
bail, he discovered, with some difficulty that In
sueh cases || could lie obtained Immediately,
either on depositing the sum of money con-

sldered requisite uceording to circumstances, or

by the surety of one or more well-known persons.
San Giacinto answered the note i.y appearing

in person. When be. undertook suytblng h"
general's,- proceeded to the scene of BCtiOU at
once to ascertain for himself the true sta'e of tho
case. Ghislcri explained matters as succinctly as

possilile.
"You will hardly beUeve ?hat such thing! can

bo done in our dav." lie mid as hr* concluded.
"I have seen enough in my tim", and Muong

my own near connections, to know that
almost anything ecoeelvabls may hap¬
pen," answeied the piatit. "Meanwhile I shall
not leave you until the police come, or until we

know definitely that they are not coming. My
carriage is below and has orders to wait all day
and all night."
"You rio not mean tc t-nv you really intend to

stay with me?" a-sk-'d Gniueri, who wus not
prep,red for such a manifestation nf friendship.

"That, is my intention,4' replied the other,
calmly lighting a lung, black ci.ar. " If it lasts
long. I will sleep on your sofa. If, however, yan
prefer that I should go to Savelli and rna-ke him
tell me what ho intends tn do. 1 am quite ready.
I think I could make him loll me"
"I think yon could." »aid Ghislcri, with a

smile, ns he looked at his friend.
The huge, giant strength of the man was im-

postogta itself, ,-ipart from the terribly .d-ct-ermlned
look of the iron features and deep-«..f eyen Few
mon would have eared to And themselves oppose)
to San GiaClntO even when lie Was perfectly calm,
hardly any, perhnpn, if his anger waa roused.
The last time he had boen anprv bred lies-n when
he dragged the forger. Arnoldo Moschlnl, from tin-
library to the study Tn .Paterre Monteearehi more
then twenty yean; earlier. His hnir was turning
gray now, but there was no outward signs ol
any diminution In hi* powers, physical or mental.

"Tn sny ea*-*-." he said, "some time must elapse.
It will need the greater part of the day to get a
warrant of arrest "

Qhlslcri would have been glad to end his sus¬
pense by allowing his friend to go directly to
Savelli, as ho had proposed to do. But consider¬
ing what he hud already shewn himself ready
to do, Pietro did not wish to involve him in the
affair any further flinn necessary.

"Is it of any use to send for my lawyer?"
asked Ghislori. well nwaro of 'san Giacinto.
sup- rior oxr*-riencc in all l-"ral matters.

"There is rot the least, hurry," answered the
latter. "If the affair 1s -roughs to trial, there
will bo time enough rind to spire. But if it
Mnuuen you. let us have the man hen- and tusk
hits opinion. It can do no harm."

Accordingly ITialdini was sent for 'Te looked
very -'rave when GMaleri hail repented all that
Savelli had told him
"But the mere fact that I consulted you when

T did," said Ghi*Wf, "and had copies ol my
answers made, ought to prove at once that T
knew even then what Donna .tffele wished to at¬

tempt." But Fbaldinl only shrugged his should¬
ers
"That will be arrajnst you," answered San

Giacinto. " It will lie -said that you were well
aware of what yon wore doing, nnd that you
were faking precautions in cr-se of exposure.
F.ven it I-idy Herlh-rt were here to civ- i-vi-
dence, it would not help rou nnoh. After all,
T>onna Adele'* story about the sennistress is plau¬
sible, nnd Lady Herbert took your explanation
on faith."
"Lady Herbert tfhall not be called as a witness.

If I can help lt," said f.hHeri. "It 1- bad
enoueh that her name should appear at nil."

"Tiie difficulty," observed Fbaldinl, "in that,
evorv point can lu* turned against you from first
to lafct. I nm afraid that even my little -trntri-
ref.i bag done po good. I wished t" lind out
whether the confession really existed, and I
thought if heel that you should tie in Ignorance
of the stops I took and of the result I obtained,
in COM you shouid be gulled upon to swear t'i
anything in n poasiMe action brought by you for
I'ef.it'iatioii. Thc less an innocent inti, knows of
the fue'b of a caw, when he is on his oath, the
b-tter it generally turns out for him 'Iii.* first
thing to l*e done ls ta find the dealer with whom
yoi negotiated for the purchase of th- manu¬
script. His evidence will li" tlie strongest We
can lief. <»f course, even to that thev will anster
that you would not lie so foolish as tn write what
1 okid like rm account ol a ;"»nuin" transaction
without lending tin eir of truth to it. in case of
necessity, by actually making tog-tries about it.
If it is found that thc prices noosed in your
letters agree with those uskerj by
tie ileali-r, they will say that you cleverly
cho.sc a very valuable work, and
de leimined to i.e guided by tbe value ,,f it, in
appraising the lefter you he'd. If thc prices did
not agree, they would say that even if the transac¬
tion were ronuine, you had conducted it dis-
honestly; but then, as a matter of fact, the dis-

covi-ry was a good proof Hat it wa- a toeta

shani Of coins-', ton, von will hav, fi icu.ls, like

tho Signor Marcbeae lier" present, who will swear

to*your previous clmrncter; but yog mus! aol for¬
get thut in a mr" like this th- great body ul i".l-
i.cited p,ihlic ninl s,,(.j;i| opinion 1- with tin'

Woman lather than tin" in ll
"In o'ln-r words," mid OkieVtI, with a laugh,

"I mn lo stand my trial lor extortion, ami run

very likely te, be convicted. Von ere not very
encouraging. Si;.',ht L'ba|dlni, but I suppose you
win tiiid s word tu ssy la my defence below
everything i- nv, r."

"i will' do my best." snswerrd tic* .*.<. -

lawyer, thoughtfully. "1 would like to know
whore tliis conles-iou is. On-- tliiii-- i- quite "r-

taio. If it hud got into thc hands -.1 a dishon St

icrson, Deana Adele would have bearii nf ir ha¬
lon now. nnd would have tri-sl to buy it. as she
did try to get it lroin th-- maid Lucia, a cording
to lor own ;i.i hm ti f. and fro 0 me, In tho nunn

while I will go mid examine 'he dialer. Will
you kindlv give nn- bis name and ii'll'.-"''"

Chis!.ri wrote- both on a carl Slid l'ba'-iini
went sway, Uefore t.his!, ri and San GJaolnro
liHtl been alone toother hall an li-mr be came

back, [oohing rather pale and excited.
"lt is mest unfortunat«\" h. csclelined "Thc

devil is certainly in thi- bus m's-, i' ¦. nan was

liiiricd yesterday. Hu died ol apoplexy two d.'.vs
agu."Nothing surpasses th" stupidity ni tint:
oriisl San Giacinto angrily. "'Why c .i.ll not the
idiot have lived a fortnight longer."1

<;iiMeri said nothing, uni !... uaw what Im¬
portance both his friend an I tile h'.wyr had at¬

tached io the dead tnan's testimony. Ther* was

little hope tliit his clerk would be aide to say

anything in Ghlairria luvor. He had, of couran,

inly spoken with the denier hiiuse-lf, .renerdly in

a private room ami without witnesses, He be¬
na to fear thal his ease wag even worse than
lu. had at lirst supposed.
"The beat possible dofenee, in my opinion."

said Fbaldini. "is to tell ymir own -tory and

compare it, inch by indi, with theirs. I believe
that, after all, yours will s-i-m by far th-- mow

probable in tin* eyes of any court of justice. Then
wo will nuestion Donna Adele's sanity, anl brin
a couple of celebrated stt/horitles to prove that

people who use morphine often go mao aid have
fixed ldoris. Donna Adele's delusion is that you
are tin- possessor cf lier confession. IT we- cam I

provo that it lias been «U this tim-* iu tin- hinds
of sonic one else, sra in iv nt hast be able to sho'v
thai there is no parti.'i!ar reuann why if should
have Ih-co in yours, thal yu are certainly ti-f

in med of 50,000 francs, and thut, so far as nar¬

one knows, you are- not the mun tn try to get
it in this way if you were. Wi- will (io tli- lie t

we can. 1 .ot a m m eu scot tie.' the other dav
who had murdered his brother in tho pree?nce
of three witnesses, I nr_ved that one was half-
witted, that the second wis (Iran'., gnd that the
third could not have been present at all. Iw-can .

In* ought to ha'..- been somewhere else. Thal was

a much herder eas,, than tli-. The jury shed
tears of pity for my Ill-used client-."

"1 will do without th'* tears," said Qhls!eri,
with a smile, " provided they will seo lh truth
this time."
San Giacinta keel his word, and .-retuned I

leave Gbleleri's longing that night, sending Bon-
Ifasio t" his house for clothes end ni*cf mri -.

ami ordering fresh hoiw r, and another coachman
and footman t" replace those that had wait-1
all day. Ho distinctly objected t i cubs, he sud,
bea ause they were always t,,o smsll ter him: anl
if Ghisleri wa* to i-e urreeted, lu- IntendeJ ti

drive with lum to tin- prison, in order t" gi*.
bail for him immediately. Ami si he (I'd. Gu
the following doy loon.- was surprised by ¦

ipei-tacle unique in th-- recollectl.t i'

inhabitants, huh or low. lin- lar.est of tlc- lir_--
open oarriri_vf> he! irging to . asa San liscint
WUS *n-n rollin* s e'eiiinl-.- through tin- CltV, liear-
intr Pietro Ghisleri, the Marchese di Sm Glacial
hinis"lf. and two policemen, who looked very un¬
comfortable US they sar, I,ult upright, -nie lr/
Side, on the back scar. A few nonrs Inter tho
mme euiriu e appeared again, Pietra and tho
giant being i-t'll ri lt, '"it without ti.e .,'li-i i

of the law. San Giacinto Insisleil nnon driving
his fri-nd six tim's rn.md flhe Villa liol 'I --. *:v

ifines round tit-' Pinelo, gnd f i times thc
of the Como, before taking bim back at i-t t.. Ins
lodgings.

" li will produce a g.I effect," lr vin!. " ni es

people are fools or cowards, <.r i» .t'. snd Imitation
a* a mle needs neither courage nor winloin f'o*ne
und din.* with ns to-morrow ni.'ht. and 1 will
have a party ready for you wh -I nol brion .

to ih.- majority, I *-'. ill ..", t,. th,- ,-i ,.> non und
give an account ol the day's .1 inga
"Why imf w iii mid l"t people. And our f,,r I

selves what luis hupp* "'"!"" ".ked Pietro. "Will
it do iny good to talk ol H '¦''

"Since people must tall or die," answered enn
Gin- into. " I am of tic- opinion lint th- -y I. I bel
ter tell tin- truth than Invent Ilea."
When lie u;s .,,!,,. Ghisleri wonilered what had

Impelled him to take so mu?h trouble It would
have liev-n quite enough if he li' "li'. 'r,'l at

tli-- riaht moment f.> give security for hun. and
that alone would have been . very val isble scr

vie-.. Hut sn, Giacinto had done n eli more,
for his tetion bsd shewn tl,.- «.-1 ld fr-'-n the Amt
tint h.- Intended f-. luke GhisleriV fide The
Int t.-r, whn wis alway* surpriseil when any one

showed anything spprouehlnc frl-fUiJialiip fr him
wis exceedingly grateful, ano determineil i

w-'eiild ii-.t in future lu iigh at the iden ¦,! spnn
taneous human klndnea»i without motive, ,t- be
hud often l».ci" d in ti '. pusl

Meanwhile san iii,, i-t., '.¦..¦. i to 1ms club. A

fieeele. eef nt'll V. ' I- 1 e, 11 tl _. I 11 -' ill t'e- r ."P'S, ll

most of them had been talkln? of l - *¦ lal.
though in a ra'l.er nunnie \*. -,. !"r no ..:.-. a i-' ed
te, -viarrel either with Ghisleri nr his all] Gn
seeing the- latter _¦. t-> Ihe sniokim ."in almost
every one j,, the club followi*d him. out o'

itv, in tl .* hope thal ! .. w nhl live *¦-,-.\r>> ups¬

ilon of what had occurred Thei were not .i.s.,,.

pointed. San Giacinto SI >od with his heel to the
Cir.- pince, looking ul each face thal pre -i." I it.s-lf
before him.
"Gentlemen." he begun, "I see that ..'¦'! expeet

me to say something. I will ! dc not wish t"

offend suv or*.-: lent, with tin- exception "! "'* f

ourselves hero ssnemhled, mos! t" pie tell li.-*,
consciously or uncocaeioualy, when lhny do not
lcre.tr the truth, and sometimes wi on tiny do,
whieh i* worse 8< 1 mean ?., tell yon tin- truth
thant tnt drivine with te!ii*.,'-ri uni two pol! .¦

men t" div. and toe r- :«on why T In' e tiesn drtv-
inc wjOi him a'! th* afternoon. After that yon
may le!ie\e. wfiat von like about lite matter
Tho fgris ar-- these- Yesterday Ghi-slerl wrote
rn-* a note telling me -hui he .aus-vI ihurth ro

I-.* street-*- on a chars** of extortion, and sith
if 1 woiil I he hail for him. Tiwi is what 1
flore 'Mio accusation come- lr io. i usn Savelli,
find declares that, for two .-ar*, af"! a half Ghis¬
leri has hud iio'-f-^sjon of flint letter belongil) I
Ti-una Adele which she wrote to h«-r i.fess,er,
which wa; lost on tie way, nnd of which we
hare nil hoard vsef-i- lon's f,,r some time Camp
Savelli says 1 liar Ghisleri bus been Irylni to make
he-r pay monee- for it, and has of!.odee mid,. |>er
life nnbearahle to her br moans of it Then- ure

letters of Ghislerl's referrine tei tin- ms- uscripl of
Isabells Montes niel-i's ronfeaston which was for
-.vic ths sutumn, end Cum Sa-.-Hi s-n-s tint this
maauoeripl ursa spoken ol In mil . tn disguise tlie
..'.al trsmsietlnn eontemnlsted Ghisleri ssvs it
Is a plot t'i rn in bim. nnil tlist h.- In- been swore
of it ever sin'* Is't sprint' Meantime I"- hun
actually bnen arre-nt^l mi! I have fjee.s,, hail f..r
him. Tht't is th« story. I drove shout
with bini this nffcrnoon to show that I. f"r im¬

part, t-ike hi*- side anl believe him t lee- .per¬
fectly Innocent. 'Hint i- whnt T hal to -iv. I
nm nrtliged to you tor hsving listened so

patiently.*1As h-* turned to ?o away, n-if carin/ fir nov

further disenmlon si tho lime, he u .- swan* Uni
a dar'- man of medium ^n-i'.-ht. with very l-r ,a

shoulders and lier--. his-nk i\.-s, wis stun linr
lesi-'e. him. facimr the crowd.
"I nm entirely of Run Giacinto** opinion." said

GInnforte Psmpodnnlco, in clear tones. .. i i,..
lif-ve GhMeri nt'erlv Inenpshle of snv meh baa"
ress, fionna Adel«- Ravel!) >s !x icUtinn >.f mino,
Imf I wi" **nn'! hv Ghisleri in thi .n" wli-.t
may. I hope that no one will have tin- audacity
to propone anv action ol' the eluh in the ci., nne
as reotieetlng lum to .>ithdraw, until aft-er Hie
trial "

" But when a man ls indicted for crime, an
liss been arrested-" beean sum., on.- in this
oroord.

"1 said," repeated Gianforto, Interrnptins the
speaKi-r in a hard and menacing \ ni .¦->, "thal I
hoped no one would have tim sndscitv to pro-
po-- that flu- 'duli shou!.I take snj sctinn in t!n>
casi- I hopi* 1 liavo made myseli clearly uiid.-r-
stood ,**
Roch was the- charsefer and reput-itii-t of

Comnodonico thal the man who had began te
speuN did not sttempt ta proceed, nol ~ee much
from timidity, rerhups, ns because he felt that in
the end two men like Glanforte and San Giaeinl
must curry public opinion with tl,.-m. A. tiley
rtonil side In sill* hefe.re- tho fii.-pl-n--. they w ie.

as strong nnd determined a pun* of champions
as an-.- one coull har,- -wished t-> hiv-
" You uro finite riirlit." said San Glaciate in

au approving tone. "Ol course I have neither
the power nor tin- right fi prevent di- il sion.
Every one wi!! talk about tliii euee and fis
trial, and as it j-* a public allan c\.|\ one Inn
a righi tu do so, I suppose. I univ wish if te be
known that I believe Ghisleri Innocent, und I am
glad te see tliat Campodouico, who knows huu
very well, is ni my opinion."

After this there wus nettling more to be said,
and thc crow dieperoed, talking together in low
ton-s. Tin* two m-.i wlio had undertaken Chis.
lerie delence n-t.iuin.-d logetlter. Run i.r mt.
looked down at Ins young companion, and his
stem Ems softened strangely, a certain kimi of
manly couran., sud gentwoulty was tin- only thing
that ever really toni heel him

"I uni clad to see that there aro stll] men in
the world." he .sail. Will i ,, , have a HMM of
billiards."
The lir.st result ol thia was tint lhere waa

relatively vary little talk about Ghisleri among
the men when they were together. It is prob¬
able that both San Giacinto ant! Compodonieo
would have spoken precisely as tliey did if all
the iu*semble.l tnb" of Sav.-lli andwlerano had
..cen present to hear them; and when tho two

lainilio-, beard what had been said, they Mere
very angry Indeed. I'afortuoateiy for then-
nothing could be done. As San Glaciate had
rightly pul it, fin* trial was to b<> a public,
affair, and every "ne had i right lo his own

"pinion. But lhere were not wantina those who
sided with the Suvelli, r thuugh Ghisleri bud

'¦n-¦¦.-. -. if any. tteaides A Iel ., \er there
were mun who were Jeal ms .,f him for his social
successes, and who disliked his calm air of
superiority. The story became tlie constant thule

' eonvers.tlon in rm- i nf thc Roman families,
and many who had for years received Ghisleri
Immediately iletertnined tl ,,t they wood he very
cautions and cool until he should prove his inna.
-. !"¦" to Hie. world.

Ile himself, dorine the any* which follow****!,
¦aw mucli of San Giacinto, who tdd him what
Campodon!eo had -nil at the chili.

CIUPTEH xxvm.
When Laura Arden retorneil to Tlntio, she was

met ly In-r mother with a full account of what
lad taken place. Under any ordinary clreunv
-tanora tiie Prinet as of Gerano would have been
very merciful in her Judgment and would as¬

suredly not liave hastcn.-d to fire her daughter
ev,-rv dot: il of the Inti great scandal, But she*,

Iud never liked Ghisleri, and she had feared thal
Fnnrit waa fuMin? in love with him, and he with
Laura. Mm-, over, neither her hive for her own

child nor Adele's shortcomings hod destroyed efl,
her affection for he latter, and under her hus¬
band's influence she hod lately conic to look upon
Ghisleri as a monster of inii|iiity and on Adele
as little leas than a martyr. She spared T-aura.
nothing as she told the story, rind was uncon¬

sciously guilty nf mreidernble exaggeration in
evr-'aininrr the view tlie world in general took of
the- ruse, though that wns lew! enouuh st inst.
! 'urn's dark eyes Bashed with Indignation aa
>>e liste-nod.

" I du not IHleva a word of t':is story, motlier,"
sin* said "As f,,r the p rt I .ni snn**o*ed 'o

have playeel in it. yoi lia,I 1>ettcr know tlie
truth at one*. When I got those letters, f sent
for Si-it-or ^TfrsT.'ri, an-l /nv.* them to him. Wo
knew at om.- that they came from Idele lnrse-lf."
She told lier mother exactly what hud oe-

mcred, and how alie had helleived in him then,
ii'd shonld believe in him still. The Princess
Sigh°d lind isTle-"oTc lier head.

"There is very little- l-ff to believe in, my
'cir." she told, "trustful though i "U ire, to ii

fault* 1 hope von will al all events nol receive

him until after tho trial. Tndi-ed. it will b<B

quite ImnosslWe.1 am -ure von a mild not think
of it. if in* has any mose of decency left he
will not cn!!."
"I will not only receive bini." noRW-rcd 1 aura.

without hesitation t "Whenever he eli earn t»

rome bul if he does not conn* of his own accord,
T v iii make bini What l« *' .. nae of fr'.-mdahip,
if i» will not heat soy tesl *"

"I ¦-' te|,e,.e- if jj of HO MS* tO dlSeUSS t'-e Vntl
ter." -nil th-- Prince**, wearily. " V n w ll d rm

von pl.-as... I ihi not ii"-i-.'iii/e Von un- loncer.*"
\- noon as her tiiotli'T waa gone, Lr*un wrote

. t. Plofi -. fellUp bim »..... .'.* h- I ''.*-1

all th'* storr: thal abe believed itt him aa firmly
M «-\-< r. ami be-gin* him to come snd se her
on the following da? Ut the usual hour. Tl*
lust words drotio-l from her r>"u nstrinl'v. Il

seemed bul yesterday lhat they had ispeken of
lina "at that iisiip! hiiir" un Ihe morrow ol

the .;-.- slt-er tl.r-t Gli-leri'-i heart heat fn«t-«r
n« h-' ' roko tlie seal, and when he came f.. the
words re was ennselous that |i« heating mu'-.v-'l
him Ite knew, t*..-.v. tint he loved lc ¦. well, ¦.«.

he hud loved bul anea before In his life. Gut
hm ,'e-e-r",i!" .| that 1"- omni not rn oe se > her.
nm l,'..*s,..| hrr for believing in his Innoernee, |
imi there wei-'* many strong rca ons ,i:. .¦ i Ms

. to her h."o«. io- I'Von -seine let Merely
i.-tal grounds lie world have kept away,

v.-'-iic Mf'er rbe :.imtlon .> bl di un" e. .-.>- Mm
-,. ,. (bbb th. T'ri.wewi of Gerano had -uti-ip-it-d
thut hm would, rnd feeUna sn h« dil thnt he
loved her In ?<>,,.! e-"-nest. ir wont! hive «een,e l
¦¦¦ >1 nteh dishonorable f-- r-n .«¦ ti.- ir farmer r->-

'-tot:« until I- li ni cleared Lin.vlf. lb wrote
I i r ,-. short Hole :

Mv Dear Tr', ni T rm .1--*i'-. t nrtteti »,v your
BrKhtna f *¦ Bie, .in-1 t .i'ii BHire I'an ever rr A

'¦,t for "rn- '.' -1-1 I '. P-l fe- M fsl't! \ .¦ '"'.-* In
ire. Iii' 1 will i"t rome to v- a nt t-r- ¦.cit. t

,.-¦ ,| ,,f l-eie- -.- ..- ... 1 i'll ll -I ll l-l -. In
.,,\ npintiHI ir -I Ihe .« ''-I I- hV I n .,,. -tis sit
peipttlf-r ,' ¦¦ kll*. ll !¦. .1 I hSVeS i' 'TC1 I.,-

;¦¦ 1 -trill rom* mri thank von If I c-m f -1

..,,ri fr ihe thanks you e..-'-- Merni -"fd.v

II ' mm,fully. PIETRO 'illt-t BRI.

Ifs w-ts not prepared for t!ie> answer which
c..tn« within the I iiir In the -' ne of lerond

-. . \ j,.,,,,,,,-, ;," | d-eeki --. It I

hard to t>-. !i -.. that the -w-et. dark wop in with
holi eye*. :.. i,c had on.scribed h--r,

eonld hr tin- writ.-r ol such determined warda
Mv li ,r -:.-i --r . ...'.t»ri- I rare for the world ami

¦. ,' ' ,:¦¦ I.e. e.r

.i pp. I .'¦. ' -r ai* 'I' ' ti vi, t.

veil, nnd tn ll kt nwi ,v if-, i u. ¦.' I -

ll ¦.-,, iT'- not i rc lo-morrow i-f nn -1----1 v ene n'elorV
I p,, in \¦ ur lodrlnrs nnd walt fi r yon if you ur*

i. nob. mai Ml v. ii ,t ihi r et v - < inn

st c. rh.I At lt \ m:i>':v.

i.lii«l.ri r.-ii-l tte note eeve-r several limes, tc
I,, quite nure that h* had net ml«nndersl il it.
nnd thu biirn«*«l it. as he had always burned

nt the nit-ir- of writing nntil bs

I.,,i du li - had liegiin. Ile past thut f.rui
'.ml f,,|, rd the sit md he km w her w 'll

,,,,. «,, doubt tl' lt -Un wo*i1
lier threat tr, the letter, and walt for him, w itch
in h.m i, on tie morrow, ll- hated himvdf lor

for he knew thal th" worl I she de.
,,,. i ko ld ci.,, her little ere lit for li T sen r-

,, ., url Vet In spite e.f hi- self-contempt, h.*
.. s I ippv l'i\.* miniitea heforc one .¦',-!¦.-lr on

tli- hm i!nv he moa st hw <* --.r Rho had re¬

turned ni - isl t,, I lie --Lid Rp rtmenl nhe had
,, r«l . In ¦.. leaving the I'-;- ¦. etto

||. round her dreaard f"'- s il kior, nil In Mark,
.,..,1 i...k-l al th* clock A- he entered sh*
tnriie'.! and laughed happily. There waa ¦ faint
e .'. r '.: i.i eeks, too,

" I knew yon would not let toe rnln mv repa,
tution for the sake of i.nr nhetlnaey/," she said,
A* .i ,v ,.,.,,,,. forward to meet hon "In f.mr

minutes I wonV have 1-fr the hnuus " She
/ia--,- li- hand w-rmli ns she spoke.

V-.." h.* '-il. "1 co'ild pot h'.v done lhat,
Xh-,t w ...- voi have of forcing peonle to obey
con! Rut rt, an- very wrong; I still .maintain
thnt "

.-.Sit down." she gnld, "and M na tn'h of moro
Interesting ll icc- 1 mus' I, ur the whole --orv

fr ni yitiir nwn !iti«, tli..ti_h 1 am (Biire m\ mother
dal her 'sst to be -,uite truthful; hui -lu* (|o.*-«,
not nndemtand you and never will, as I lie-in

to thi"k "

"Tell m.. first how i-ni um, aol nleeiiit l|e*r-

'ert." sij.i i;Iii-T.-ri. " You will hear i\nlte enough
of tils mhrrnhle affair, lt *.m!1 k» i> a dav or

two "

..It r-.-d not k-ep I- long as lhat," answereil
l.ouia. 'I cn tell rou t'" UeWS in a f.-'v words

I um perfectly well Herbet, i- perfi-ctly well,
too. thunk Cod. mid Im-* niitgmwn his clothes
twice nnd lil" shoes four times aince wm havo
i-s'ii away. Sim-* I ! st wrote grent tliim--s have

hsppeneil I have lus-n In Kngiand a.-tin at

li-t. and have stayed arith tl"- Lilworths \<>n

yu-- '. am in mourning, I'mV Herbert died a

month ago. I never row t1'-- old eeutleman bul
ooec. f.r lu* lived in ihe most extraordinary way,
tn .plete badation. Yon know that well, In*

ls ii.-ad. and he hus left all the fortune to my
Herbert, with s life inten-ef In one-quurter o'!
it f,,r me. heridea art enormous allowance- for

Herbert's education. That is all there is le tell."
" lt i-> '.-ood neara, indeed," -ai I Ohlaleri. " I

am so i;!;"i lt will mik.- an Immense difference,
to you, though of ooaree you have known ol it

a long tim" "
" lr. will not male* so much difference ai. you

fancy. I shall go on living much ns I do, for I
have had ghnoul all I wnnted in these years,
Dui T am glad for Herbert's snke, ol rourse.

And now begin, plenae, and do not atop until you
ba .. told mo everythlug."

-Needs must when yon will anything," (.his-

lerl answered, with s fnint smile.
Si lie told lnr the story, while she listened

and watched him. She had developed In stren 'li

mid decision during tlc* last your, mein- rapidly
than before, und lie felt in sneakinu tei lier a*

though >he lind power to help him an I would use

it Ile was jiat. tui, und moro t,Mll imteful.
Within tin- la-t f'*w sreeka he hud learned that
tin- ntrongiel und mual tletermined men may some¬

times ii.1 Iri'-nd. Ile had long had oi'c iu
lier, and he had found a new one in San Giacinto;
(mt though tin- latter's Imposing personality had
mon- indi.i-t. in tlie World than that of anv m%U
Ghisleri knew, there wns thal In Lauri'- s.vro>
pntby which cave him ii new Strength ol Ids own.

a"d fresh courage to face the mini troubles he
expected lo encounter In-fore long, For man ..-'s
no hu. h strength in Hie lo do -treat dt-iiis or to
beni torments sudden ind sharp or#rnean, little
ami tmraastng, ns he i-'cts h un tlie woman he
love-, even though he daea nol vet know that
sh.- loves !iiui again,

.. I hope I da not take mv own side too much,*1
he ki i.i. is he ended the long tah-, "though 1
-u|.|ie,se tint when ii mun i- perfectly innocent lie
hus a righi to say hard things ol people who
.locus,, hun. Tor my own lint, I believe that
Donna Adele is mail. There is th.* Ineenult* of
mudness iu everything sin- dues in this sffalr.
No sane pentan could invent such ti storr nimont
out of nothing, and make hall tho world believe

"She may ic nnd,*1 Leura answereil, "but -h.*
W ''id. to.e If will all mt.mt at the trial
a. d she will e.-t what she deseirea.**

"I bum- se Hut do ron knnw what I really
expect. I'nlem ir can !." proved thnt the eon
f'-«i..n mis feen nil the Hmo in the safe peep¬
ing ul some person who hag m.* .von read it, I
shelli he. convicted and imprisoned \ mn quifo
prepared for that. I suppose that will conn- to
me by way of expiation for my Hin«"
._

neons do n't mik like thnt." eri-'d Leura
i___. i,,r,',nl: 'Ibero is .o court In th,. Worhi
mat would convict, ynu-i perfectly lauiusut m-jn.
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Beaidea I s-1 in 11 -^ive* my evidenoe about those
letters I shall lintis! upon it. Thal ulouv* would |
h.Iffti io etear \o,i. '

I nu afrlid ti it. Evcii my lawyer thinks thal |
your teatliiu i, nnu Iii nm help rn- much. Ait'-r
all. you know what happciiecd. I told you tint
I mus Innocent, and you believed me. Or. i.f yon
ph is,-, i-eni bellevtd me Innocent before I auld I |
wm. There is o ly your beliel an in;,' word lo
ia.! bach up.and neltliei would provj anything j
¦.ii court. bjldlnl huyn so. I really exuect to
iee- convicted, and I will hear it a* areli ns I ann. j
I will rertililly nol '!-. anything to eat m** tnun
it ail." ld- bad herniated ii- I"- reached the la.t
Worda, hui bc MW tint Lain unihr-'o ,'l.
"Non nhould nm even think of inch things,"

she -",.,1 Bravely. "Yon aro fir ii,o brave man
to t il,--- your own lifo even if you were convicted,
ami yon s-;,.-»11 not be. I tell you that vu ihall
nol I"--" she- repeated, with sudden eumtgy.
"\e ore ian bril. Rut I am Inclined to think

th rt ',f \"U m T-- angry rou might terrify ind ¦¦

and |ury Into dolnti whatever you pleiapd." I'*
laughed :i little, "Yon ive .mw" mi strong or
late tliit I harill.1 rei ignixe yon. Whit has made
th" rhantef*
"Something.1 cnnnol e>plain i* to von. Be¬

side) was I t-vi-r n we i\ v, -u, n '' I).il I evi r

lie-s .'ute- much ""

¦. No. i', it is true. Perhaps I rlid nol use the
ri'.'ht word. Von demi more active, more ali-.--,
rneiri* determine*! to I'llli.* other people.*1

"He. I.- It mav I- true. I fancy I a-n Ieee
S.li' :-ill.-- i.'l -ee |- eel'M.e 'I t'llill 1 W - j .lill f.hll
of if. Yon nacl t th'nl me ijulfe different from
whnt I orar Dnt 1 Uno* that I have changed
daring this summer. 1 l-eel it now"
"So i;a,v I The change l»eg n t« fore rou went

.way." i ;i.i'i, ri glanced al her, and then looked
at th,- will.

A short silence followed. Both felt pt ri"-r--Iv
ron i*lons that their foru^r icl'itfon had not ),e*e-n
renewed iA.i'fl\ where it hod been Interrupted hy
tin ir s.-p.e.r ifi.iii in the summer, ffcit there wai
nothing awkward a'-out the present break iu the
conversation.

In whit woy have von rhflligej f asked i.num
af last. She liol evidently ls >n thinking of his
weer''" during the pnu«*e.
-Indeed I shonld "'"I i' hard t,. tell yon now."

<;li.-.hii anmvered, with a smile al the thought
ui permoat In iii-* mind. " I would rather not
frv "

"Is it for tho worm, t!i--n '.." Laura. f*y<*o
Seeiu-'lt bis

"No, lt N f,,r tl.,- better Prrhap. some dav,
If all thin turns ont lesa badly-" ll" stopped,

with himself mr having said ovetj that
much

" Shall you have ti'orc eonftdenee in ino

v i .-ii tito trial la ov*r.'" toked l_iura, leaning
i'-k and looking down. "Have I s|,,,-.\n that I

t cl!.¦ v.- in you, ot n ' to-day?" lin ' sh,. |m ,wn

whal was en near Li* 11,i-> te. -iv, abe might nol
li iv-- spoke

"Vou have )..:i»¦ what f,w woman would have
.leen.-. Vou Un,.v.- i'i -.f I know |t. Ir I will not
t.'iv v.Kef T am thinking "i. ir [9 f,,r that v-rv

n afton ." Hu lin..-rs clasped i* "li other and un-
elasred again with a "luirj>. nervona mov 'ni-'uf.

.¦ I am sorry y iu do not trust me altogether,"
safd Lauri

" Pleas" do not say rli:.r I 'lo tru-t you ah
together. I'.nf I respect von. too, Will yon for¬
give me if I go aw.iv rather suddenly?" Ile m-c

as i.e. -i, ,i;p and .M out li'- hand,
"Voil ar-' ii"t ill, are voil?" Laura .stood un.

Into i is f:ie*e« l*nconHcioiisly
si,,. !. t-'e-.-n iii- h n ¦. '."''¦ of her own.

" No; I'm not ill. li-ioili,-. :"
"i .nie- t.' iu ino... I'le-a-:*. I want, to s<>e you

often. Promise t.me to-morrow." I!--r tone
.¦ Imperative, and he knen that aha lu 1 tha
|iee\v,-r t force him to rmtpllnnee

II'- \i--l'i"i out of ri. r.-esitv. and left bee. When
lu* w:.- In i1 " sir .<.. I ato el -f'l :i f"\v momenta,
Innl np nhisatM: a«th ogl h«**.sereexha'ated
His fi",, was wi ire (VI Uv enough, what lie fell
i"'-.-']li*el .in accident whlfh hod once happened to
him '"i palm, hot day, *..*% 1*1 :i! \--;.rs earlier,
I.- ia,! been slowly miling along a sonthern shore.
The bent hail bren Intense, :n-e| he had thrown
hun e|f Int . Ihe wafer to r -t a lift!'* em ln**oa, hold-
Inn hv a ron-- and allowing himself to hm towel
alu' jj under the side of the lui tt Then one of the
men celled to him lon "', t.- some aboard aa

quicklv as lu* i*,,nhl A- he leanh-ed the deck, ttc-*-
(tralghi black (In nf a big shirk .lided smoothly
i.\- Ile could remember t'-- Khnriow ir poet on tl"*
bright blue w ' r and th* aonaatttvi ho experfenred
when li-- saw how near ha bnd nncortaftlonsly i.e-eoi
fet 11 hideous death F.Ike man*/ benve hut vrv
- is,tn,. it en. bc had tnmied pal when the danger
\< ri quit * peat and a-' fell fur one moment some-
thine like nhynicnl exhaustion. Tho same fcdln-t
overtook liim now as !,- panned on the navernen t
I, f,,r.. the hems., in which Laura Arden lived. An
Ins'nnt lat'-r lr- wis waIk iiia rapidly hamewani.

\t the corner of 1 street h . mme auddenlv
mn 1,'i'nfeirf" Cnmpodonlco* Loth men raised
their hats almost at Ihe same moment, for thHr
i-li'ieiis were tn--'. <--in!\ maintained upon rather
formal ferme. OhWerl owed tis aid adv-ersnry

debt of gratitude f r his conduct a* th- elah,
n-if :i rather i**-il "-'V:''-1 -oil.f delio'icr hi"-
e'or-il Pietro from stoppini and speaking with
Mm in Ihe atreel rampodnnico, however, w-wld
not lo* him pass on and stood still as Ghisleri
eame nn to him.

" f ".!«!, to th mir vou arith all mr heart for th**
i'. -ti >-r<" - bv iv in which yon li.iv* snoken or tn-."
saiei (ihi-le-ri. grasping the other'a ready nut-
str 'f'-ii-'ei han '.
"Yon have nothing tn thank tn-- for." ren'i!

iii,-nfort *. "Knowing yon to he perfeetlr hon*
nrnble -i*i,l hmeal man. I should have I'-m .1

reward if I ind !».*¦' I my tongue. You have a

eoevi frie-ni In San Giacinto, an-i I anpnooe I can¬
not in- eif much n«i* to you. Rut if I can, s n 1

for in-* f shall never like rou perhaps, lint T
will st;niii iv ron, heeauae I reapeet you a.s much
as any man living "

"1 tli ml; you sincerely," s.ii-l RhlsWl. pressing
lii.s han :i ailn "Non a-., vorv generoua "

" No, bul I try tn h-* lust."
They parted, and <-'H-l ri punned his wny,

mceiitiitinu' on tho contradictions of iif* nnd won¬
dering why at th inuit critical moment ol irs
existence the ono niau who had rowe forward
unasked anl of hi- own fr--'* Impalas tt defend
him imhlii-lv nn'l lo offer his li-li». ehoul I be his
oleip.f ;ine| iiio-f Implacabls e---,>inr. Ile waa
profoundly annsel ms -ti thc man's generosity. Th-*
world, In* said to himself, ml * not b-< such s
lind nlaee after all. But he «Ii-T not gnemi how
. oe'ti he wa- to ure*! the aanistanoe po fr.'i-li prof-
f'T.-'l.

Ho wont hinno at onee [Wnifaxlo cloned the
door behind him and followed him leepeetfully
int tlie sitting room

" 1 ii"u .pardon, signor/* lu* henani Blending util!
as lu* waited for Gbla|«»r.nto turn and look at Iflm.

"lin von need money?" asked tli" latter ear**-
h.Iv

"No, signor. \ntt have* perhaps forgotten thal
you gave me moni-v yesterday, lt i- aumethlng
whion I have had upon mr enn-teien-ea s loni] time,
and now that viii ai'- falsely sensed, signor, it
is mv duty tn speak, if you permit me."

"Tell in-- what it is" Ghisleri sat down at lu.s
writing-table, and lit ii cigarette

"lt is a vorv areret matter, signor. Bul if I
ls.-, p it 11 s -i-r-'t ;inv Rmger ! -shill be Io'Ol'

wrong, thonah I lino did wrong In oomlnq by the
Information I have, though I <I:< aol know if.
I have al"' been to ¦ lawyer who under tands
ih"s-- mitt'-rs uni tah'-i nu Intercut I-i the r--.--.,
and In* has toll nu* that Hi.h-s-. smm* nltlt p <t
forms a miracle nothing van *ui\i* you ut t:,e' trial.
Bo Unit I n nsf give ny evhlenee. Itu, if l do
tin* PrlneeM Adele will go to Ihe galley! and tim
him** of Savelli will be quite ruined. Pur tho
PHoeeM murdered Lord Herberl Ard n tnt trh-1
to uiurUaa i'uiina Laura, a.s we call lier, Sha lu-

rited them to dinner and ur. them aaawRm
which abe with her own hand had poisoned wlth
infection ol the Boorie* f-v-r. lau- maid Lucia
i'a\iii. li:,-! it at the time. And Lori I!erh?rt
.Ind within tl.re.* days, hut Donna Laura did not
catch ii. And 1 have read how she did thin, an-i
many other wicked thinga, Ut » letter written
wit,i her own hood. For it waa I who found the
nili,.ii-in they gpenk of. whoa I wont alone to

loon at the old prions at tieraao, while you and
the signori were out driving. And now I do
not know what to do, bat j naA to raeak in ardor
t» suva y.iu, and you nant lodge 0f thu *M_k
s^nor, Md panloii me If I have done wrong."
GhWeri keoew tho truth at last, an,| _u iean

weather-beaten race expreased well enough the
tuirst for vengeonce thal barned him, KewalS
;i rew momenta and thea rooke calmly enougii.
"Have yon ct tlie ivnti-.-ioii in-re-:'' he asked.

" If it is found in my bouaa it will rum nu-, though
lt may ruin I).,un:-. Adela, too."

"1 understand, signor. Have u f.-ar. I read
it through, Tm-i-:iii«.. l found ir open atti tip leaven
weltered ra lt mu-t knve foUen, though how it
f-ll there I do not kii'ny. J'.it jr m (.till af
Lrerano. If yon will allow ni" I will explain
what 1 did. Whim 1 had read it I put it iuto
my pocket, .saying to myaeif that n was a mBttmAB
p:m- for the eoneclenee, And I thought about it
for nmn* than an hour while I walkel ahoat th*»
castle. Then 1 weal aad tr »r an in\olo>- and I
j'if t!i,» Leavea into jr thinning that, perhaps, lt
would in wrong to burn it. So 1 arrara aa the
outside: Thia ores found in th" pii-*"-. of tho
oatie 11 (i- ii.;,ii by Bonlfsrio di Sifl-JO, and
i ala i wrote tin* date in full. Then tl tue m-
li ir .onl't's idiop in tlie village I benth! noni wax,
and toole a Z'-;il 1 haw, whieh la this oin-, signor.
lt has "li. K. on it.' And I sealed the l.-tr.T
with mich wax. so that tli" tobaceoniet loathed
ut me. Bat I did rr>f let him em what waa writ*
ten on the envelope. Then I took it to the parish,
pri'ist. whose name* us Ohm Tebnldo, anl who
seemed to me to u* a very respectable ano! gaa4
man. I tol him In confldenee that I had foaad
.something whieh it was not powtble for nu* to

give to tho rlgiitful owner, but wldch I thought
it would '.'* wrong ta katroy, Because th* rightful
iwner mi.lr some tiny make i- lulry for it and
wish ti have it. Ile. gr-ked many iiuestfcme, but
I would not anower them nil, and he di I not
know what the latter waa ahout and that lt wal
a ooafeaelon. So I begged Um t t oat it into
imothe-r envelope ami te s,.si jr amin with liis
own senl, and I ga*. * him whn? wns left of the
wax I had bought. Thea he dil il* 1 ask.* I him,
an-' wrote on th»* bank : This was brought fa mo

to be k'-pt, ley oin- I'.-.nif-i/.i i di Rlengo, ur.ttl iTTo
owner claims it. Rat it is to be barned arima t
die. And there it Ls to this day, (or I have
mode Inquiries an I Don Tetmldo i- alive and
well, and God blcra him! So I come tn t"!l yan
: ll ihis, in order that j iu may :n'f as voa ne- rlt,
signor For Hun Tebaldo pan iareal' that I gava
him tli" letter on tue- tl iv I found i*. nnd I cia

swear that yon ne-\--r knpw r.nytliing of it."
(ihiesleri looked .if his faithful old servnao.

whosii round brown eyee met his so steadily anl
quietly.

"I ran nevi-r thank you enough, my dear Ronl-
fntlo," :,-. raid. "Voa have raved nra. I will
not forget lt."
"A- for tint, signor. I will not afyeot any

present, and 1 numbly beg yoi nor to offer me

any, for it aroa) I be tin- price of bloody sueh as

Judas leeari I received, --e-in^ that the Primrose
Adele will -. ' t" the gulley*."

" Von need not be afraid e.f tli.it, ivinifuzlo."
answer.-1 Ghisleri, " i asa Save'lli will pasilv
prove that she was mad, ;:s I Mieve she is, end
she will ead .her life In a lunatic aevlum. But

you must not hrin^' either Don Tehaldo or the
l.*»te>r here. Ge ar one.* t" the Morona-, di Kat

Qiaeinto and tell him exactly what you have toll
me, nnd tha' ! sent yon. Ile will know what to

do. Take m moy with you and execute hie orders
exactly without returning lien*, tm matter what

they ure. 1 ran do without you for a week, if
iie,,s,,,rv. gnd I uriah to know nothing of the
matter until it is ov--r"

" Yea, ligaor." answered Bcoifatio, and with¬
out more words he left tho room and went dl-
r-et'v to San lilaclnto's hones
Tho lat'.-r M-'ivisI l'im in his study, an* lis¬

ton.*!! ti his story with calm attention. Then,
without making »uy reiaark, he smoked Many
half a ci.-.ar, while BonlfOxie stood motionless,
reaneetfally watching him. Then ht ran>: the

li-il, an I gave tin* man who answered lt inatroOs
tloos io order out a eeirt of mail <*art lu- tined for

driving hlmeelf, and th» Itnageel horses: In tlie
stable,
"You must eonie with me." he raid to IWml-

fm... "W.- eau I"* boah before midnight." The-n
hc -negoa I write rapidly.

H.* wrote* a note to li is eousin. the Prince of

Rant' Ilario, another to Olanforte Campodoafoo,
md then ¦ rather long**r one to Savelli. In thu

Inat mentioned he Informed the Prince that lie

would oppear on tin* morrow, with Ctaapodoaleo
and Saut' llariei. and that hf d-eired to lie 11-

reived liv Savelli himxi'lf lu the presenee of Fran-
t-¦.*.¦ ,1 an,! A-:i-l", as he hid a commuoleatlon of
the highest importance to make. Tn his usual
hard way he managed te convoy tlie impression
that it weald !>e decidedly Ihe worse for tho

whole hon* ot Savelli and f"r .Vi"!" in rirutlenlar
if his reqiieot were not eomplled with te the lef¬
ter. B.V the time he had finished a «crvant un-

noun.! that the carriage w:is waltiag. San
Chi.-into tlirust a handful of lilaek cigars and a

I'ov of mntehea imo his oute-r ijoeket.
rom.-," be said to lV:.ifa?io, "I am ready,

lt ls a lenn ilriv.' to Genoa.*1
It wea nearly three o'clock In the aft*rnoon

when they start'-d. an I the divs were very short
and the weather threatening, !w the horses
were splendid anima,s, ami there were few roads
iie-tween Rome mid the Ao-hrns.fi whieh San {Um
Into di'' not know well, ll-* was oet__g as he

always (lld, swiftly, surely, an! in werson, trust¬
ing to oo one, and making himself alone reeoOOaV
hie f ir the result Before o,e o'clock in th"* mim¬
ing he was hook, bringing with lum a mild snd
timid old priest, tnuffled in a borra blonkot against
the hitter wind. Ikit the sealed packet contain-
in.* .dote Sovrill- eonfeoaloa was in his own

poe'Uet.
i'ii his tuttle ho found three notes, which antis-

ti'd him that everything would take piora as ho
had lustily planned it liefore his dopoilure Cim-

podonico e\ptev.iesl his rojidinos- to myra Ghisleri
In ony amy. nant1 Ilario said that hp was ready
to support San Glaciate in nnythina he under¬
took-, though he had aever been intimate with
Ghisleri, who wea much jroooger than he. Savelli
answered coldly that be would recetvo the three
men as .requested, adding thal he honed the BtEa*

mnnlcation would prove to l*e of oneil importance
is ie, justify putting his daughter-in-law to tha
Inconvenience whieh nny prolonged interview
caused her In lier pit-neat elate al ill health, rino

Gisclnto smiled rather triirulv. Ile did got think
ttint his vi-it t» I'iisa Siv.-lli ree,' he a veg* long
tem-. [Wore he wen! to l»«-l (ie denoted wh'ther
he should aend word to Gernoa to tn* present
also, bot In* ultimately decided m>t to do »>. lt
seemed nselesa to muk.* Ade**. (Other w.ui^' his
daughter's humiliation, though lu* ni ant nd to

Opore either KavellJ or his snr.. Toward Adele
I > wai aheolutely pltlleea, lt. was his nature.
If alu* had been i!vimr li" would have found means
to make lier li-tt n ta wlic.t bo had to say. If
she lia I been ol the vorv last -.ann he would have
forced his way ti her bc-daide to say lt. lie waa
liv mo paeans s nmn without fmlts.

Moan wini.* tlliish-r' wis pm-in: liis room in soli¬
tude, mhjeetbig mi tin* sooden ehango in all tho
nroopeeta t»f the future*, ami wondering how mat-
t.-rs wouhI lu* monOegra, bal fi*eling himself per-
leetly safe in au Gmdnto*s hands, and 'Stn
iindorstaiitlin-i that ho was not ti be informedlol
what hail k.ippi-ue.1 until all waa over. That


